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Unit and Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit I  

 
The Emergence 
of Progressive 

Reforms 
(1890-1920)* 

 
3 weeks 

Why was there a 
need for 
political, social 
and economic 
reforms, and 
how did they 
occur? 
 
How did 
progressive 
reforms cause 
long-term 
changes in the 
public 
perception of the 
role of 
government? 
 
 

Industrialization, 
urbanization and 
political corruption 
contributed to 
significant societal 
problems. 
 
Political, social 
and economic 
problems were 
successfully 
addressed by the 
federal 
government, 
altering public 
expectations of the 
role of 
government. 
 
The impact of the 
Progressive Era on 
the social structure 
and cultural values 
of America and the 
tensions it created 
between ethnic and 
social groups. 
 

Key political, 
economic and 
social reforms of 
the time period. 
[HCM] [ACM] 
 
The expansion of 
the role of the 
federal 
government. 
[ACM] 
 
Explore the 
exclusion of 
people with 
disabilities from 
society and the 
pushback of 
advocacy groups 
and individuals. 
[ICM, HCM] 
 
 
Key terms: 
muckrakers, 
progressives, 
trustbusting, 
suffrage 
movement and 
leadership, new 
immigrant 
groups, political 
machine, 
monopoly, Helen 
Keller, Settlement 
House Movement 
[ICM] 
 
Primary 
Sources: 
The Jungle, How 
the Other Half 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  

Formative 
Assessments:  
Students will 
choose three 
Progressive Era 
topics and in a 
paragraph 
discuss:  For 
each topic using 
your class 
knowledge, 
identify and 
describe the 
problem, note 
which level of 
government 
which addressed 
it, and evaluate 
how effectively 
the reform was 
applied. 

 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 

 
Compare and 
contrast the role 
of government 
before and after 
Progressive 
reforms. 

 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary 

6.1.12.CivicsDP.5.a: Analyze the 
effectiveness of governmental policies 
and of actions by groups and individuals 
to address discrimination against new 
immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.6.a: Use a variety of 
sources from multiple perspectives to 
document the ways in which women 
organized to promote government 
policies designed to address injustice, 
inequality, and workplace safety (i.e., 
abolition, women’s suffrage, and the 
temperance movement).  
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.6.b: Relate the creation 
of African American advocacy 
organizations (i.e., the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People) to United States 
Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. 
Ferguson) and state and local 
governmental policies. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPR.6.a: Use a variety of 
sources from multiple perspectives to 
evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive 
reforms in preventing unfair business 
practices and political corruption and in 
promoting social justice.  
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.6.a: Compare and contrast 
issues involved in the struggle between 
the unregulated development of natural 
resources and efforts to conserve and 
protect natural resources during the 
period of industrial expansion.  
 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.6.b: Explore factors 
that promoted innovation, 

 
WHST.11-12.10 
Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
WHST.11-12.2 
Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the 
narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
 
RH.11-12.3 
Evaluate various 
explanations for actions or 
events and determine 
which explanation best 
accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
 
RH.11-12.10 
By the end of grade 12, 
read and comprehend 
history/social studies texts 
in the grades 11-CCR text 
complexity band 
independently and 
proficiently. 
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Lives, Chinese 
Exclusion Act 
1882, various 
political cartoons 
from period 
publications, Who 
is a Progresive by 
Teddy Roosevelt, 
What is Progress 
by Woodrow 
Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

sources to create 
an outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  

 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 

 
Contrast 
perspectives on 
the nature and 
role of 
government in 
the Progressive 
Era with 
modern-day 
perspectives. 

 
Summative 
Assessment 
Students will 
select three 
problems that 
resulted from 
industrialization 
in the United 
States and for 
each: explain the 
problem, 
describe the 
solution, and 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
the solution.  

 
 
 

 
 

entrepreneurship, and industrialization 
and determine their impact on New Jersey 
(i.e. Paterson Silk Strike) and the United 
States during this period. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.6.d: Analyze the 
successes and failures of efforts to expand 
women’s rights, including the work of 
important leaders and the eventual 
ratification of the 19th Amendment (i.e., 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. 
Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone). 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.6.a: Evaluate the 
effectiveness of labor and agricultural 
organizations in improving economic 
opportunities and rights for various 
groups. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.5.a: Evaluate how 
events led to the creation of labor and 
agricultural organizations and determine 
the impact of those organizations on 
workers’ rights, the economy, and politics 
across time periods. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.5.a: Using primary 
sources, relate varying immigrants’ 
experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or 
occupation.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.5.a: Assess the 
effectiveness of public education in 
fostering national unity and American 
values and in helping people meet their 
economic needs and expectations. 

  

2 



Hillsborough Township School District                                        U.S. History II CP      7/8/20 
 

Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit II 
 

The U.S. 
Rise to 
World 
Power* 

 
4 weeks 

 
 
 
 
 

Why was the United 
States reluctant to get 
involved in global 
conflicts? 
 
What factors led them 
to abandon the policy 
of neutrality?  
 
How were American 
civilians affected 
during World War I? 
 
How did the United 
States involvement in 
World War I affect 
politics, the economy, 
and geopolitical 
relations following 
the war? 
 
 
 

Industrialization led 
to a desire for 
increased territorial 
expansion; territorial 
expansion was 
justified by 
economic goals and 
a belief in racial 
superiority resulting 
in new challenges for 
the U.S. both at 
home and abroad.  
 
The acquisition of 
new territories 
resulted in the need 
for a broader military 
presence around the 
world. 
 
Civilian civil 
liberties both at 
home and abroad 
were challenged and 
limited during the 
time period. 
 
America became 
both a more and less 
secure nation as a 
result of imperialism 
and the failure of the 
U.S. Senate to ratify 
the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

Causes and effects 
of the  
Spanish- 
American War and 
WWI 
 
Technological 
advancements 
during WWI and 
their impacts on 
the American 
economy 
 
Impact of the war 
on veterans and 
advances in the 
treatment of 
disabilities, as well 
as the formation of 
charitable 
organizations to 
assist in 
supporting people 
with disabilities. 
[ICM] 
 
Explore the 
exclusion of 
LGBTQ+ people 
from society and 
the pushback of 
advocacy groups 
and individuals. 
[ICM, HCM] 
 
Key terms: 
imperialism, 
industrialization,  
isolationism, 
Social Darwinism, 
spheres of 
influence [ACM]  

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Research 
historically 
accurate and 
applicable 
primary sources, 
from selected 
topics of  the 
time period of 
study 
(1880-1918). 
Students will 
explain how the 
source reflects 
the historical 
context [your 
understanding 
and content from 
class].  
 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Contrast the 
positions of 
isolationists and 
interventionists. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to create 
an outcome as 

6.1.12.HistoryCC.6.c: Compare and 
contrast the foreign policies of 
American presidents during this time 
period and analyze how these 
presidents contributed to the United 
States becoming a world power. 
 
6.1.12.GeoGM.6.a: Determine the role 
geography played in gaining access to 
raw materials and finding new global 
markets to promote trade.  
 
6.1.12.EconEM.6.a: Determine how 
supply and demand influenced price 
and output during the Industrial 
Revolution.  
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.7.a: Evaluate the 
impact of government policies 
designed to promote patriotism and to 
protect national security during times 
of war on individual rights (i.e., the 
Espionage Act and the Sedition 
Amendment). 
 
6.1.12.EconNM.7.a: Assess the 
immediate and long-term impact of 
women and African Americans 
entering the work force in large 
numbers during World War I. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.7.a: Take a position 
based on evidence that evaluates the 
effectiveness of Woodrow Wilson's 
leadership during and immediately 
after WWI and compare it to another 
president's wartime leadership. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.7.a: Determine the 
extent to which propaganda, the 
media, and special interest groups 
shaped American public opinion and 

RH.11-12.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a 
text, including analyzing 
how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison defines 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 
 
RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an 
author’s claims, reasoning, 
and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging 
them with other information. 
 
RH.11-12.9 Integrate 
information from diverse 
sources, both primary and 
secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or 
event, noting discrepancies 
among sources. 
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Primary Sources: 
Open Door Policy, 
Roosevelt 
Corollary, “The 
White Man’s 
Burden,” 
McClure’s 
Magazine, 
February, 1899 
(Vol. XII, No. 4). 
White Man’s 
Burden. “The 
White Man’s 
Burden (Apologies 
to Rudyard 
Kipling).” Victor 
Gillam, Judge, 
April 1, 1899. 
“School Begins.” 
Uncle Sam (to his 
new class in 
Civilization): 
Louis Dalrymple, 
Puck, January 25, 
1899. Source: 
Beinecke Rare 
Books & 
Manuscripts, Yale 
University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Trace the growth 
of American 
international 
strength from 
1898 to 1918. 
 
Assess the 
validity of the 
justification 
entering World 
War I. 
 
Compare and 
contrast 
American 
government 
policies on 
national security 
during World 
War I and 
modern wars. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Stimulus-based 
multiple choice 
assessment on 
the key themes 
of the unit. 
 
Benchmark 
Assessment: 
Synthesize 
information, and 
analyze primary 

American foreign policy during World 
War I and compare those factors to 
contemporary American involvement 
in another country.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.7.b: Analyze the 
reasons for the policy of neutrality 
regarding World War I and explain 
why the United States eventually 
entered the war.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.7.c: Evaluate the 
American government's response to 
the rise of authoritarian regimes 
between the world wars and compare 
that response to the rise of a modern 
authoritarian regime (e.g., North 
Korea, Venezuela, Syria, China, Iran). 
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sources to 
develop an 
argument and 
successfully 
write a 
document-based 
essay response. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit III 
 

The 
Twenties* 

 
2 weeks 

To what extent were 
social, economic, 
technological and 
political changes during 
the 1920s positive 
and/or negative? 
 
How do the economic 
values that emerged in 
the 1920s continue to 
influence American 
consumer values today? 
 
 
 

The 1920s was a 
time of social 
conflict between 
traditional and 
“modern” views 
about race, 
gender, and 
immigration. 
 
Laissez-faire 
economic policies 
and technological 
innovation 
increased national 
prosperity and led 
to the emergence 
of a consumer 
economy. 
 
Political 
conservatism led 
to the 
reestablishment 
of isolationist and 
restrictive foreign 
and domestic 
policies.  
 
Social progress 
for racial, ethnic 
and gender 
equality was 
made but limited 
during the 1920s. 
 
The 1920s was a 
period of 
superficial 
prosperity. 
 
The value placed 
on consumer 
goods and 

Post-war economic 
conditions [ACM] 
 
Technological 
advancements 
which led and 
propelled 
consumerism 
 
Demographic 
changes and their 
effects on 
geography 
throughout the 
country [HCM, 
ACM] 
 
The cultural impact 
of jazz, cinema, 
theater and other 
forms of 
entertainment on 
American Society 
[ICM] 
 
Key terms: 
suffrage, 
xenophobia,  
Red Scare, 
isolationism, 
consumerism, 
Great Migration, 
Harlem 
Renaissance, Lost 
Generation, 
prohibition, 
laissez faire, 
Harlem Basement 
Cabarets [ACM, 
HCM, ICM], the 
American eugenics 
movement [ICM, 
ACM, HCM], 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary sources 
to create an 
outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Trace the shift of 
population from 
rural to urban 
settings. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Stimulus-based 
multiple choice 

6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary 
and secondary sources to explain how 
social intolerance, xenophobia, and 
fear of anarchism led to restrictive 
immigration and refugee laws, and the 
violation of the human rights of 
individuals and groups. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.8.a: Determine the 
impact of the expansion of agricultural 
production into marginal farmlands 
and other ineffective agricultural 
practices on people and the 
environment.  
 
6.1.12.EconET.8.a: Relate social, 
cultural, and technological changes in 
the interwar period to the rise of a 
consumer economy and the changing 
role and status of women.  
 
6.1.12.EconNM.8.a: Analyze the 
push-pull factors that led to the Great 
Migration.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.a: Make 
evidence-based inferences to explain 
why the Great Migration led to 
heightened racial tensions, restrictive 
laws, a rise in repressive organizations, 
and an increase in violence.  
 
6.1.12.History CC.8.b: Relate 
government policies to the prosperity 
of the country during the 1920s and 
determine the impact of these policies 
on business and the consumer. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.c: Identify the 
conditions that gave rise to the Harlem 
Renaissance and assess the impact of 
artists, writers, and musicians on 
American culture. 

RH.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, qualitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 
 
WHST.11-12.4 Produce 
clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
 
WHST.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis reflection, 
and research. 
 
6.1.12.C.c  
Analyze the impact of 
money, investment, credit, 
savings, debt, and financial 
institutions on the 
development of the nation 
and the lives of individuals. 
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entertainment in 
the 1920s set 
consumer 
priorities in 
America today. 
 

Buck v. Bell (1925) 
[ICM], Society for 
Human Rights 
[ICM], Red 
Summer of 1919 
[ACM, HCM] 
 
Primary Sources: 
The Case against 
the Reds by A. 
Mitchell Palmer, 
the text of the 
Butler Act, Text of 
the 18th 
Amendment,  
Various poems 
from the Harlem 
Renaissance, 
Excerpt from the 
statements from 
the sentencing of 
Sacco and 
Vanzetti, Political 
cartoon from 
Granger Collection 
Teapot Dome 
Scandal 
 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

on the key themes 
of the unit. 
 
 
. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit IV 
 

The Great 
Depression 
and New 

Deal* 
 

5 weeks 

How and why was 
the Great Depression 
brought about by the 
economic and 
political failures of 
the 1920s? 
 
How did different 
groups with respect 
to race, gender, 
ethnicity, geographic 
location and 
socioeconomic class, 
experience the Great 
Depression? 
 
How successful was 
the New Deal in 
addressing the 
problems of the Great 
Depression and 
improving the lives 
of all Americans? 
 
How does the legacy 
of the New Deal 
continue to shape 
public expectations 
for the role of 
government today? 

Overproduction, 
underconsumption, a 
lack of government 
oversight,  
and a widening 
wealth gap caused 
deflation that 
dramatically slowed 
the economy. 
 
The Great 
Depression brought 
economic hardship to 
a majority of 
Americans, to 
varying degrees. 
 
Although the New 
Deal created both 
temporary and 
long-lasting 
programs to combat 
the problems of the 
Depression, 
Americans continued 
to struggle until the 
beginning of WWII. 
 
The federal 
government today 
plays a more active 
and interventionist 
role in the economy. 
 
 
 
 

Major causes and 
effects of the 
Great Depression 
[ACM] [HCM] 
 
Expanded role of 
federal 
government and 
executive power 
 
Explore the 
exclusion of 
LGBTQ+ people 
and people with 
disabilities from 
society and the 
pushback of 
advocacy groups 
and individuals 
[ICM, HCM] 
 
The repression of 
Twenties Era 
cultural 
experimentation 
[ICM] 
 
 
Key Terms: 
rugged 
individualism, 
Hoovervilles, 
Dust Bowl, 
buying on margin,  
Stock Market 
Crash,  
Great Depression, 
Bonus Army, 
New Deal,  
fireside chats, 
Social Security, 
FDR’s Inaugural 
Speeches,  

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Students will 
determine 
whether primary 
source documents 
described an 
action from 
President Herbert 
Hoover or 
President 
Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. In 
addition, they will 
label if the action 
is in support of 
“rugged 
individualism” or 
“The New Deal.” 
Students will 
explain the 
historical context 
and why the 
president felt it 
would help the 
U.S.A. out of the 
Great Depression.  
 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast Hoover’s 
and Roosevelt’s 
strategies for 

9.1.12.A.12: Explain how compulsory 
government programs (e.g., Social 
Security, Medicare) provide insurance 
against some loss of income and benefits 
to eligible recipients. 
 
9.1.12.D.2: Assess the impact of 
inflation on economic decisions and 
lifestyles.  
 
9.1.12.D.12: Compare and contrast the 
past and present role of government in 
the financial industry and in the 
regulation of financial markets. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.9.a: Determine how 
agricultural practices, overproduction, 
and the Dust Bowl intensified the 
worsening economic situation during the 
Great Depression. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.9.a: Explain how 
economic indicators are used to evaluate 
the health of the economy (i.e., gross 
domestic product, the consumer price 
index, the national debt, and the trade 
deficit).  
 
6.1.12.EconNE.9.b: Compare and 
contrast the causes and outcomes of the 
stock market crash in 1929 with other 
periods of economic instability 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.9.c: Explain how 
government can adjust taxes, interest 
rates, and spending and use other 
policies to restore the country’s 
economic health. 
 
 6.1.12.EconNE.9.d: Explain the 
interdependence of various parts of a 
market economy (i.e., private enterprise, 

RH.11-12.1 Accurately 
cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence, (e.g., 
via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support 
analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, 
connecting insights 
gained from specific 
details to develop an 
understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
 
RH.11-12.2 
Determine the theme, 
central ideas, information 
and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or 
secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary of 
how key events, ideas 
and/or the author's 
perspective(s) develop 
over the course of the 
text.  
 
WHST.11-12.7 Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
self-generated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, 
demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
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court packing, 
Motion Picture 
Production Code 
(Hays Code) 
[ICM], Mexican 
Repatriation, 
League of the 
Physically 
Handicapped 
[ICM] 
 
 
Primary 
Sources: 
Various photos 
from the WPA 
including 
Dorothea Lange, 
First New Deal 
Granger 
Collection 
political cartoons,  
The New Deal is 
socialist - Alfred 
E Smith speech, 
1936, The  New 
Deal is not 
socialist Norman 
Thomas speech 
1936. 
FDR Second 
Inaugural Address 
1937. 
 
 
 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

solving the Great 
Depression. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary sources 
to create an 
outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Compare and 
contrast the 
economic 
conditions of the 
Great Depression 
and the present 
day. 
 
Alternative 
Assessment: 
Students will 
compare and 
contrast the 
responses of both 
President Hoover 
and President 
Roosevelt to the 
 
 

government programs, and the Federal 
Reserve System). 
 
6.1.12.A.9.a: Analyze how the actions 
and policies of the United States 
government contributed to the Great 
Depression. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.9.a: Analyze the 
impact of the Great Depression on the 
American family and ethnic and racial 
minorities. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.a: Analyze how the 
Supreme Court has interpreted the 
Constitution to define and expand 
individual rights and use evidence to 
document the long-term impact of these 
decisions on the protection of civil and 
human rights.  
 
6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.b: Assess the 
effectiveness of governmental policies 
enacted during the New Deal period in 
protecting the welfare of individuals 
(i.e., FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security). 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.10.a: Use primary and 
secondary sources to explain the 
effectiveness of New Deal programs 
designed to protect the environment.  
 
6.1.12.EconEM.10.a: Construct a claim 
that evaluates short- and long-term 
impact of the expanded role of 
government on economic policy, 
capitalism, and society.  
 
6.1.12.EconoNM.10.a: Evaluate the 
effectiveness of economic regulations 
and standards established during this 
time period in combating the Great 
Depression.  
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Great Depression 
and how effective 
that response was 
by analyzing 
primary sources. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Analyze and 
Interpret primary 
source documents 
to determine the 
historical context 
surrounding it by 
completing a well 
written paragraph 
for each 
document: 
Prompt: Identify 
the solutions that 
Presidents 
Hoover and 
Roosevelt devised 
to attempt to deal 
with the problems 
of the Great 
Depression and 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
those solutions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 6.1.12.EconoNM.10.b: Compare and 
contrast the economic ideologies of the 
two major political parties regarding the 
role of government during the New Deal 
and today. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.10.a: Explain how 
Franklin Roosevelt and other key 
individuals, including minorities and 
women, shaped the core ideologies and 
policies of the New Deal (i.e., Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Frances Perkins, and 
Eleanor Roosevelt).  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.10.b: Use a variety of 
sources from multiple perspectives to 
determine the extent to which New Deal 
public works and arts programs impacted 
New Jersey, the nation, and the 
environment. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit V 
 

World War 
II* 

 
4 weeks 

 
 

How did America’s 
geographic, military, 
and economic 
interests contribute to 
the abandonment of 
isolationism? 
 
How did involvement 
in WWII impact 
American civilians at 
home and abroad 
during this period? 
 
To what extent did 
diplomatic concerns 
influence military 
decisions throughout 
WWII? 
 
How and why did 
America’s 
participation in 
WWII ensure its 
continued role as a 
world power today? 

The rise of fascism 
in Europe and the 
economic demands 
of our allies reversed 
American 
isolationism and 
forced American 
intervention.  
 
America’s global 
territorial holdings 
were threatened and 
attacked, forcing a 
military response on 
two fronts. 
 
The increase in 
federal authority in 
directing the 
economy during 
WWII imposed 
restrictions on all, 
limited civil rights in 
varying degrees 
while also providing 
new opportunities 
for women and some 
minority groups. 
 
European and 
Pacific wartime 
experiences varied 
greatly. 
 
Goals and agendas 
held by world 
leaders shaped 
wartime diplomacy 
and military 
strategies of allied 
nations.  
America emerged 
from WWII as a 

Major causes and 
effects of 
American 
involvement in 
WWII [HCM] 
[ACM] 
 
Examine the rise 
of reactionary 
ideologies in the 
United States, such 
as American 
Nazism, and the 
growth of physical 
and social violence 
against 
marginalized 
communities 
[HCM, ACM, 
ICM] 
 
Examine how 
gender roles and 
sexuality in the 
United States 
changed as a result 
of mobilization for 
World War II 
[ICM, HCM] 
 
 
Key terms: 
isolationism v. 
intervensionism,  
Four Freedoms,  
Pearl Harbor,  
the home front,  
Japanese 
Internment,  
D-Day, Yalta, 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki  

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast 
socio-political 
movements of the 
1960s. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary sources 
to create an 
outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Trace the shift in 
the American 
government’s 

6.1.12.CivicsDP.11.a: Use a variety of 
sources to determine if American 
policies towards the Japanese during 
WWII were a denial of civil rights. 
 
6.1.12.EconET.11.a: Evaluate the shift 
in economic resources from the 
production of domestic to military 
goods during World War II in terms of 
opportunity costs and trade-offs and 
analyze the impact of the post-war 
shift back to domestic production. 
 
6.1.12.EconNM.11.a: Analyze how 
scientific advancements, including 
advancements in agricultural 
technology, impacted the national and 
global economies and daily life.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.a: Assess the 
impact of the arms race and the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons on 
world power, security, and national 
foreign policy. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.11.a: Evaluate the 
role of New Jersey (i.e., defense 
industries, Seabrook Farms, military 
installations, and Battleship New 
Jersey) and prominent New Jersey 
citizens (i.e., Albert Einstein) in World 
War II.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.11.b: Evaluate the 
effectiveness of international 
agreements following World War I in 
preventing international disputes (e.g., 
League of Nations, Treaty of 
Versailles, Washington Naval 
Conference, Kellogg-Briand Pact). 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.c: Explain why 
women, African Americans, Native 

RH.11-12.4 Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term 
over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 
 
RH.11-12.7 Integrate 
and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, 
qualitatively, as well as 
in words) in order to 
address a question or 
solve a problem. 
 
WHST.11-12.6 
Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, share, and 
update individual or 
shared writing products 
in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or 
information. 
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military, economic 
and diplomatic 
superpower and 
continues in this role 
to direct global 
affairs today. 

Geographic 
challenges, 
technological 
advancement and 
their effect upon 
the war, German 
American Bund 
[HCM], inclusive 
and discriminatory 
practices in the 
armed services 
[ICM, ACM] 
 
Primary Sources: 
 
Norman Rockwell, 
Four Freedoms 
paintings, NY 
Times account of 
Mussolinni 
appearing before 
Parliament, 1941 
State of the Union 
Address by FDR, 
Farewell to 
Manzanar by 
Jeanne Wakatsuki 
Houston, Video 
footage of the 
dropping of the 
Atomic Bombs 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

support of Black 
civil rights. 
 
Assess the 
validity of the 
rationale behind 
civil 
disobedience. 
 
Contrast the 
conformity of the 
1950s with 
modern culture. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Stimulus-based 
multiple choice 
assessment on the 
key themes of the 
unit.  
 
Benchmark: 
Synthesize 
information, and 
analyze primary 
sources to 
develop an 
argument and 
successfully write 
a document-based 
essay response. 
 
 
 
 

Americans, Asian Americans, and 
other minority groups often expressed 
a strong sense of nationalism despite 
the discrimination they experienced in 
the military and workforce.  
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the 
varying perspectives of victims,  
survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 
perpetrators during the Holocaust. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit VI 
  

1945 - 1960 
Cold War 

and 
Domestic 
Unrest* 

 
4.5 weeks 

How did military and 
diplomatic decisions 
made during WWII 
shape the postwar 
world?  
 
How did tension 
between the United 
States and communist 
countries result in 
conflict that 
influenced domestic 
policy, foreign 
policy, and civilian 
life? 
 
To what extent were 
efforts to expand civil 
rights successful 
following WWII? 
 
How does the United 
States continue to 
affect the global 
balance of power, 
national security and 
economic interests 
around the world? 

Military and 
diplomatic agendas, 
concerns, and 
decisions made by 
the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union during 
WWII produced 
suspicions and 
tension resulting in 
a postwar Cold War.  
 
The arms race, 
space race, 
propaganda, 
espionage, and 
proxy wars served 
to exacerbate 
tensions between the 
world’s 
superpowers, and 
resulted in a climate 
of fear and 
suspicion. 
 
The Civil Rights 
movement achieved 
modest success 
through federal 
legislation but racial 
equality remains 
elusive even today. 
 
 

Impacts of 
suburbanization 
[ACM]  
 
Conformity vs. 
counter culture 
[ACM] 
 
Comparison of 
leaders and 
organizations of 
the civil rights 
movements [ACM, 
HCM, ICM] 
 
The effects of Cold 
War hysteria and 
McCarthyism on 
minority groups 
[ICM]  
 
Comparison of the 
experiences of 
minority groups 
during the Cold 
War [ACM, HCM, 
ICM] 
  
 
Key terms: 
 
mass media, 
containment, 
Korean War, 
Second Red Scare, 
NATO, suburbs, 
the Lavender Scare 
[ICM], the Polio 
Epidemic and polio 
elimination [ICM], 
The American 
Nazi Party [HCM, 
ICM, ACM] 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast 
socio-political 
movements of the 
1960s. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary sources 
to create an 
outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Trace the shift in 
the American 
government’s 

6.1.12.EconNE.12.a 
Explain the implications and outcomes of 
the Space Race from the perspectives of 
the scientific community, the government, 
and the people. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.12.a 
Assess the impact of agricultural 
innovation on the world economy. 
 
6.1.12.EconEM.12.a 
Assess the role of the public and private 
sectors in promoting economic growth and 
ensuring economic stability 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.13.a 
Relate American economic expansion 
after World War II to increased consumer 
demand. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.a 
Examine constitutional issues involving 
war powers, as they relate to United States 
military intervention in the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, and other conflicts. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.b 
Analyze the impact of American 
governmental policies on independence 
movements in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and the Middle East. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.c 
Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, 
such as McCarthyism, and their impact on 
individual civil liberties. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.d 
Explain how the development and 
proliferation of nuclear weapons affected 
international relations. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.e 

RH.11-12.5 Analyze in 
detail how a complex 
primary source is 
structured, including 
how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text 
contribute to the whole. 
 
RH.11-12.6 Evaluate 
authors’ differing points 
of view on the same 
historical event or issue 
by assessing the 
authors’ claims, 
reasoning, and 
evidence. 
 
WHST.11-12.4 Produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
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Primary Sources: 
 
Text of the United 
Nations Charter, 
Text of the GI Bill, 
Text of the 
Marshall Plan, 
Kennedy’s 
Inaugural Address,  
Brown v. Board of 
Education 
 
 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

support of Black 
civil rights. 
 
Assess the 
validity of the 
rationale behind 
civil 
disobedience. 
 
Contrast the 
conformity of the 
1950s with 
modern culture. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Stimulus-based 
multiple choice 
assessment on the 
key themes of the 
unit.  
 
Benchmark: 
Synthesize 
information, and 
analyze primary 
sources to 
develop an 
argument and 
successfully write 
a document-based 
essay response. 

Analyze ideological differences and other 
factors that contributed to the Cold War 
and to United States involvement in 
conflicts intended to contain communism, 
including the Korean War, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.12.a 
Explain the reasons for the creation of the 
United Nations and evaluate the 
effectiveness of United Nations' human 
rights policies and the commitment of the 
United States to them. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.12.b 
Use a variety of sources to explain how 
the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced 
American foreign policy. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a 
Determine the extent to which suburban 
living and television supported conformity 
and stereotyping during this time period, 
while new music, art, and literature acted 
as catalysts for the counterculture 
movement. 
 
6.1.12.GeoPP.13.a 
Make evidence-based inferences to 
determine the factors that led to migration 
from American cities to suburbs in the 
1950s and 1960s and describe how this 
movement impacted cities. 
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Unit 

and Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
 

Unit VII 
 

1961 - 1975 
Promise, 

Turmoil and 
Limits of a 

Super- 
power* 

 
4.5 weeks 

How did the Cold 
War direct American 
foreign and domestic 
policies during the 
Kennedy, Johnson, 
and Nixon years? 
 
How and why did 
trust in the federal 
government falter 
during the Vietnam 
era? 
 
To what extent were 
efforts to expand civil 
rights successful? 
 
How and to what 
effect does civic 
activism shape public 
opinion and political 
decision making? 

Concerns over the 
spread of 
communism and the 
domino theory led 
the U.S. to expand 
its containment 
policy and role in 
SE Asia, which 
intensified the Cold 
War and limited the 
success of the Great 
Society.  
  
Revelations of 
leadership decisions 
made in response to 
critical events 
(Cuba, Vietnam, 
Civil Rights, 
Watergate) eroded 
public trust in the 
Federal government. 
 
Efforts to expand 
civil rights achieved 
the greatest success 
among women and 
African Americans, 
but overall limited 
progress was made 
for other minority 
groups. 
 
The anti-Vietnam 
War movement, 
agitation, protest for 
expanded rights, and 
voting behavior 
caused Americans to 
examine and 

Comparison of 
leaders and 
organizations of 
the civil rights 
movements [ACM, 
HCM, ICM] 
 
Impacts of 
American business 
interests abroad 
 
Key terms: 
New Frontier, 
Space Race 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis, 
war on poverty, 
energy crisis, 
Vietnam War, 
Stonewall Riots 
[ICM], the Gay 
Liberation 
Movement [ICM, 
HCM], 
War on Drugs, 
Watergate, 
American Indian 
Movement [HCM], 
the Chicano 
Movement [HCM], 
Redlining [HCM, 
ACM, ICM] 
  
 
Primary Sources: 
 
Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail, 
Text of the Civil 
Rights Act & 
Voting Rights Act, 
Silent Spring by 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast the 
economic, 
political, and 
social policies of 
the United States 
and Soviet 
Union. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to create 
an outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 

6.1.12.EconNE.12.a 
Explain the implications and 
outcomes of the Space Race from the 
perspectives of the scientific 
community, the government, and the 
people. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.12.b 
Use a variety of sources to explain 
how the Arab-Israeli conflict 
influenced American foreign policy. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a 
Analyze the effectiveness of national 
legislation, policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions in promoting civil 
liberties and equal opportunities (i.e., 
the Civil Rights Act, the Voting 
Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board 
of Education, and Roe v. Wade). 
 
6.1.12.GeoPP.13.a 
Make evidence-based inferences to 
determine the factors that led to 
migration from American cities to 
suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s and 
describe how this movement impacted 
cities. 
 
6.1.12.GeoPP.13.b 
Use quantitative data and other 
sources to describe the extent to 
which changes in national policy 
impacted immigration to New Jersey 
and the United States after 1965. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.13.a 
Construct an argument on the 
effectiveness of environmental 
movements, their influence on public 

RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various 
perspectives for actions or 
events and determine which 
explanation best accords with 
textual evidence, 
acknowledging where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 
 
WHST.11-12.2  
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts, including 
the narration of historical 
events. 
a. Introduce a topic and 
organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds 
on that which precedes it to 
create a unified whole; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 
 
b. Develop the topic 
thoroughly by selecting the 
most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the 
topic. 
c. Use varied transitions and 
sentence structures to link the 
major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, 
domain-specific vocabulary 
and techniques such as 
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redefine societal 
norms and behavior.  

Rachel Carson, 
Text of the Equal 
Rights 
Amendment,  
Text of Roe v. 
Wade, 
Text of Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution,  
Great Society 
Speech LBJ 1964, 
Text of the 
Medicare & 
Medicaid bills 

 
Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

 
Trace the 
development of 
the arms and 
space race. 
 
Assess the 
validity of the 
justifications for 
entering and 
staying in the 
Vietnam War. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Synthesize 
information and 
analyze primary 
sources to 
develop an 
argument and 
successfully 
write a 
document-based 
essay response. 
 
Prompt:  "To 
what extent did 
the United States 
effectively 
respond to the 
spread of 
Communism 
between 1961 
and 1975?" 

attitudes, and the efficacy of the 
government’s environmental 
protection agencies and laws. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.13.a 
Relate American economic expansion 
after World War II to increased 
consumer demand. 
 
6.1.12.EconEM.13.a 
Explain how individuals and 
organizations used economic 
measures as weapons in the struggle 
for civil and human rights (e.g., the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs). 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.13.a 
Evaluate the effectiveness of 
economic policies that sought to 
combat postWorld War II inflation. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.13.b 
Evaluate the effectiveness of social 
legislation that was enacted to end 
poverty in the 1960s and today by 
assessing the economic impact on the 
economy (e.g., inflation, recession, 
taxation, deficit spending, 
employment, education) 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.a 
Compare and contrast the leadership 
and ideology of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil 
Rights Movement, and evaluate their 
legacies. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.b 
Explore the reasons for the changing 
role of women in the labor force in 
post-WWII America and determine its 
impact on society, politics, and the 
economy 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.c 

metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of 
the topic; convey a 
knowledgeable stance in a 
style that responds to the 
discipline and context as well 
as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
e. Provide a concluding 
paragraph or section that 
supports the argument 
presented. 
 
WHST.11-12.5 Develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on what is 
most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 
 
 
WHST.11-12.8 Gather 
relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print 
and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; 
assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in 
terms of the specific task, 
purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance 
on any one source and 
following a standard format 
for citation. 
 
8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in 
online courses, learning 
communities, social networks 
or virtual worlds to discuss a 
resolution to a problem or 
issue  
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Determine the impetus for the Civil 
Rights Movement and generate an 
evidence-based argument that 
evaluates the federal actions taken to 
ensure civil rights for African 
Americans. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.d 
Analyze the successes and failures of 
women’s rights organizations, the 
American Indian Movement, and La 
Raza in their pursuit of civil rights 
and equal opportunities. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a 
Determine the extent to which 
suburban living and television 
supported conformity and 
stereotyping during this time period, 
while new music, art, and literature 
acted as catalysts for the 
counterculture movement. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.13.a 
Use a variety of sources to explain the 
relationship between the changing 
role of women in the labor force and 
changes in family structure. 
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit VIII 

 
1975 - 1992 

Rise of 
Conservatism 
and End of 
the Cold 

War* 
 

4 weeks 

How did the Cold 
War direct 
American foreign 
and domestic 
policies during the 
Ford, Carter, and 
Reagan years? 
 
To what extent can 
the United States 
claim victory in the 
Cold War? 
 
How did the rise of 
conservatism 
impact the United 
States politically, 
socially and 
economically? 
 
Why did the Middle 
East take on a more 
important role in 
U.S. foreign policy 
decisions? 
 
What has been the 
impact of increasing 
access to news and 
information on 
American society? 

Although the U.S. 
claimed victory in 
the Cold War, the 
dissolution of the 
Soviet Union due to 
internal factors 
played a greater role 
in ending the 
conflict.  
 
The rise of the 
religious right, the 
advocacy for 
conservative 
policies, and 
opposition to 
previous social 
change led many 
Americans to 
become less 
supportive of 
progressive views.  
 
Federal economic 
policy focused on 
defense spending, 
deregulation, and 
tax cuts, which 
benefited wealthy 
Americans and 
businesses. 
 
The emerging 
culture war between 
right and left 
inflamed the debate 
regarding 
immigration, 
minority groups, 
gender equality, and 
sexual identity. 
 

Collective security 
and international 
relations [HCM] 
 
Free trade, 
protectionism and 
international 
economic 
agreements. 
 
Outcomes of the 
end of the Cold 
War [ACM, HCM] 
 
Varied reasons 
why immigrants 
and refugees come 
to America [HCM] 
 
Comparison of 
leaders and 
organizations of 
the civil rights 
movements [ACM, 
HCM, ICM] 
 
Key terms: 
Arab-Israeli 
conflict, 
Iranian Hostage 
Crisis, 
Reaganomics, 
conservatism, 
Moral Majority,  
affirmative action, 
Reagan's 1986 
Immigration 
Reform and 
Control Act, 
HIV/AIDS [ICM, 
HCM, ACM], the 
Gay Liberation 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  
 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast two 
American 
foreign policy 
interventions. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to create 
an outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 
Trace how the 
oil crisis of the 
1970s led to a 

6.1.12.EconNE.12.a 
Explain the implications and outcomes 
of the Space Race from the perspectives 
of the scientific community, the 
government, and the people. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives to 
evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of 
the processes by which local, state, and 
national officials are elected. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.c 
Analyze how the Supreme Court has 
interpreted the Constitution to define and 
expand individual rights and use 
evidence to document the long-term 
impact of these decisions on the 
protection of civil and human rights. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives and cite 
evidence to explain the conflicting 
ideologies and actions of political parties 
regarding spending priorities, the role of 
government in the economy, and social 
reforms. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives and cite 
evidence to determine the extent to 
which nongovernmental organizations, 
special interest groups, third party 
political groups, and the media affect 
public policy. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a 
Evaluate the impact of individual, 
business, and government decisions and 
actions on the environment and climate 
change and assess the efficacy of 
government policies and agencies in 

RH.11-12.3 Evaluate 
various perspectives for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best accords 
with textual evidence, 
acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
 
WHST.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis 
reflection, and research. 
 
6.3.12.D.2  
Analyze a current foreign 
policy issue by 
considering current and 
historical perspectives, 
examining strategies, and 
presenting possible 
actions.  
 
8.1.12.E.1 Produce a 
position statement about 
a real world problem by 
developing a systematic 
plan of investigation with 
peers and experts 
synthesizing information 
from multiple sources 
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Political unrest in 
the Middle East 
threatened U.S. 
economic interests 
in the region. 
 
Cable news greatly 
expanded public 
access to 
information but the 
bias and agenda of 
news agencies may 
have narrowed 
existing points of 
views.  

Movement [ICM, 
HCM] 
 
Primary Sources: 
Contract with 
America by Jerry 
Fallwell, Camp 
David Accords, 
Who Won the Cold 
War Arguments: 
“The G.O.P. Won 
the Cold War? 
Ridiculous,” 
George F. Kennan, 
The New York 
Times, October 28, 
1992 & Richard 
Pipes, Baird 
Professor of 
History, 
Harvard 
University, The 
New York Times, 
October 29, 1992, 
Excerpts from the 
Why We Fight 
speech by Vito 
Russo (1988) 

Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

desire to develop 
and invest in 
alternative 
energies. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Stimulus-based 
multiple choice 
assessment on 
the key themes 
of the unit.  

New Jersey and the United States in 
addressing these decisions. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.14.a 
Use economic indicators to evaluate the 
effectiveness of state and national fiscal 
(i.e., government spending and taxation) 
and monetary (i.e., interest rates) 
policies. 
 
6.1.12.EconET.14.b 
Analyze economic trends, income 
distribution, labor participation (i.e., 
employment, the composition of the 
work force), and government and 
consumer debt and their impact on 
society. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a 
Analyze campaign speeches and debates 
and other sources to determine the extent 
to which presidential candidates’ rhetoric 
was inclusive, expansive, stereotypical 
or biased. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.b 
Create an evidence-based argument that 
assesses the effectiveness of actions 
taken to address the causes of continuing 
racial tensions and violence. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c 
Determine the influence of multicultural 
beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, 
and literature), and practices in shaping 
contemporary American culture. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a 
Explore the various ways women, racial 
and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ 
community, and individuals with 
disabilities have contributed to the 
American economy, politics and society. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b 
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Use a variety of sources from diverse 
perspective to analyze the social, 
economic and political contributions of 
marginalized and underrepresented 
groups and/or individuals. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.e 
Evaluate the role of religion on cultural 
and social mores, public opinion, and 
political decisions. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPR.15.a 
Analyze the factors that led to the fall of 
communism in Eastern European 
countries and the Soviet Union and 
determine how the fall influenced the 
global power structure. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.a 
Assess the impact of the arms race and 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons on 
world power, security, and national 
foreign policy. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.15.a 
Explain how and why religious tensions, 
historic differences, and a western 
dependence on oil in the Middle East 
have led to international conflicts and 
analyze the effectiveness of United 
States policy and actions in bringing 
peaceful resolutions to the region. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b 
Determine past and present factors that 
led to the widening of the gap between 
the rich and poor, and evaluate how this 
has affected individuals and society. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit IX- 
1993 - 
Present 

 
Technology, 

Terrorism 
and 

Challenges 
of the 21st 
Century* 

 
6 weeks 

To what extent has 
the rise of terrorism 
intensified debates 
over Constitutional 
rights and shaped 
U.S. policy as a 
result? 
 
How has government 
affected the health, 
welfare, and 
citizenship status of 
individuals and 
groups? 
 
What has been the 
economic, social and 
political impact of 
technology and social 
media? 
 
To what extent has 
globalization 
positively or 
negatively impacted 
America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attacks on 
American soil, 
property and 
citizens both abroad 
and at home helped 
to justify military 
action against 
terrorist activity 
throughout the 
world. 
 
Terrorism and 
domestic violence 
has led to 
nationwide debates 
about immigration, 
gun control, privacy, 
free speech, gender 
equality, civil rights 
and the balance 
between security 
and liberty. 
 
The goals and 
policies of political 
parties have 
impacted groups of 
Americans in 
different ways.  
 
Technology and 
social media have 
fundamentally 
changed the way 
that people interact, 
communicate, 
exchange ideas, 
work, and play. 
 
The benefits and 
drawbacks of 
globalization 

Terrorism, national 
security, and civil 
liberties [HCM] 
 
The political, 
economic, and 
social impact of 
technology 
 
The Supreme 
Court’s evolving 
interpretation of 
the Constitution 
[ACM, HCM, 
ICM] 
 
Varied reasons 
why immigrants 
and refugees come 
to America. 
 
Examine landmark 
civil rights battles 
fought by 
marginalized 
communities 
[ACM, HCM, 
ICM] 
 
Comparison of 
leaders and 
organizations of 
the civil rights 
movements [ACM, 
HCM, ICM] 
 
 
Key terms: 
events of 9/11, 
War in 
Afghanistan, Iraq 
War, 

Compare and 
contrast. 
 
Analyze, 
evaluate, and 
interpret visuals 
to gain greater 
understanding of 
the material.  
 
Synthesize the 
content and 
develop 
arguments. 
 
Identify, describe, 
evaluate and 
synthesize the 
essential ideas of 
informational 
texts. 
 
Use a variety of 
organizational 
strategies.  
 
Support, modify, 
or refute a 
position in small 
or large group 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrate 
active listening by 
taking notes, 
asking relevant 
questions, making 
meaningful 
comments and 
providing 
constructive 
feedback.  

Formative 
Assessments: 
Complete 
activities 
interpreting 
various forms of 
graphic 
representations 
(e.g., maps, 
charts, graphic 
organizers). 
 
Compare and 
contrast the 
conflicting 
ideology and 
actions of the 
major political 
parties. 
 
Use given 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to create 
an outcome as 
directed by the 
question or task.  
 
Synthesize 
information to 
successfully 
complete a 
written 
assessment. 
 
Analyze cause 
and/or effect 
through oral 
presentations or 
written or visual 
work. 
 

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives to 
evaluate the effectiveness and 
fairness of the processes by which 
local, state, and national officials are 
elected. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.b 
Use case studies and evidence to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the 
checks and balances system in 
preventing one branch of national 
government from usurping too much 
power during contemporary times. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.c 
Analyze how the Supreme Court has 
interpreted the Constitution to define 
and expand individual rights and use 
evidence to document the long-term 
impact of these decisions on the 
protection of civil and human rights. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d 
Use primary sources representing 
multiple perspectives and data to 
determine the effectiveness of the 
federal government in addressing 
health care, income equality, and 
immigration. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives 
and cite evidence to explain the 
conflicting ideologies and actions of 
political parties regarding spending 
priorities, the role of government in 
the economy, and social reforms. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.14.a 
Draw from multiple perspectives 
and cite evidence to determine the 

RH.11-12.1  
Accurately cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence, 
(e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to 
support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to develop 
an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
 
RH.11-12.2 Determine the 
theme, central ideas, 
information and/or 
perspective(s) presented in 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary of how 
key events, ideas and/or 
the author's perspective(s) 
develop over the course of 
the text. 
 
WHST.11-12.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content.  
a. Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance 
of the claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that 
logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence.  
b. Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims using sound 
reasoning and thoroughly, 
supplying the most 
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continue to be 
debated today. 

Great Recession, 
marriage equality 
[ICM], Obergefell 
v. Hodges [ICM], 
Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell (DADT) 
[ICM], Defense of 
Marriage Act 
(DOMA) [ICM], 
United States v. 
Windsor (2013) 
[ICM], transgender 
rights and 
recognition [ICM], 
LGBT and 
disability rights 
movements [ICM] 
 
 
Primary Sources: 
PATRIOT Act, 
Patient Protection 
and Affordable 
Care Act [ICM];  
Americans with 
Disabilities Act 
[ICM];  
Marriage Equality 
by Dominick 
Evans, Center for 
Disability Rights, 
July 8, 2015. 
 

 
Identify and 
define unfamiliar 
vocabulary 
through context.  
 
Recognize a 
problem and 
brainstorm ways 
to solve problems 
individually or 
collaboratively.  
 
Apply critical 
thinking and 
problem solving 
skills during 
structured 
learning 
experiences. 

Trace the 
shifting views 
on the role of 
government 
from the 1980s 
through the 
present day. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Synthesize 
information, and 
analyze primary 
sources to 
develop an 
argument and 
successfully 
write a 
document-based 
essay response. 
Prompt:  
Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
the United States 
since 1996 in 
securing the 
safety of its 
citizens in the 
face of mounting 
international 
terrorism. 

extent to which nongovernmental 
organizations, special interest 
groups, third party political groups, 
and the media affect public policy. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a 
Evaluate the impact of individual, 
business, and government decisions 
and actions on the environment and 
climate change and assess the 
efficacy of government policies and 
agencies in New Jersey and the 
United States in addressing these 
decisions. 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.14.a 
Use economic indicators to evaluate 
the effectiveness of state and 
national fiscal (i.e., government 
spending and taxation) and monetary 
(i.e., interest rates) policies. 
 
6.1.12.GeoNE.14.a 
Use financial and economic data to 
determine the causes of the financial 
collapse of 2008 and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the government’s 
attempts to alleviate the hardships 
brought on by the Great Recession. 
 
6.1.12.EconET.14.a 
Use current events to judge what 
extent the government should 
intervene at the local, state, and 
national levels on issues related to 
the economy. 
 
6.1.12.EconET.14.b 
Analyze economic trends, income 
distribution, labor participation (i.e., 
employment, the composition of the 
work force), and government and 
consumer debt and their impact on 
society. 
 

relevant data and evidence 
for each while pointing out 
the strengths and 
limitations of both claim(s) 
and counterclaims in a 
discipline appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, 
and possible biases.  
c. Use transitions (e.g. 
words, phrases, clauses) to 
link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  
 
d. Establish and maintain a 
style and tone appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and 
objective for academic 
writing) while attending to 
the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  
e. Provide a concluding 
paragraph or section that 
supports the argument 
presented. 
 
WH.11-12.6 
Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
share, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
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6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a 
Analyze campaign speeches and 
debates and other sources to 
determine the extent to which 
presidential candidates’ rhetoric was 
inclusive, expansive, stereotypical or 
biased. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.b 
Create an evidence-based argument 
that assesses the effectiveness of 
actions taken to address the causes 
of continuing racial tensions and 
violence. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c 
Determine the influence of 
multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and 
practices in shaping contemporary 
American culture. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.a 
Develop an argument based on a 
variety of sources that compares 
George HW Bush’s Iraqi policy with 
George W. Bush’s. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a 
Explore the various ways women, 
racial and ethnic minorities, the 
LGBTQ community, and individuals 
with disabilities have contributed to 
the American economy, politics and 
society. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b 
Use a variety of sources from 
diverse perspectives to analyze the 
social, economic and political 
contributions of marginalized and 
underrepresented groups and/or 
individuals. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b 

 
6.3.12.D.1  
Analyze the impact of 
current governmental 
practices and laws 
affecting national security 
and/or individual civil 
rights /privacy.  
 
8.1.12.E.2 Research and 
evaluate the impact on 
society of the unethical use 
of digital tools and present 
your research to peers. 
 
 
 

23 



Hillsborough Township School District                                        U.S. History II CP      7/8/20 
Determine how the 9/11 attacks 
contributed to the debate over 
national security and civil liberties. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.c 
Make evidenced-based inferences 
about the role of partisan politics in 
presidential impeachments and 
trials. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.d 
Evaluate the decisions to wage war 
in Iraq and Afghanistan after the 
9/11 attacks. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.e 
Evaluate the role of religion on 
cultural and social mores, public 
opinion, and political decisions. 
 
6.1.12.CivicsHR.15.a 
Evaluate the role of diplomacy in 
international conflicts and policies 
relating to refugees and asylum 
seekers. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.15.a 
Explain how and why religious 
tensions, historic differences, and a 
western dependence on oil in the 
Middle East have led to international 
conflicts and analyze the 
effectiveness of United States policy 
and actions in bringing peaceful 
resolutions to the region. 
 
6.1.12.HistorySE.15.b 
Analyze the reasons for terrorism 
and the impact that terrorism has had 
on individuals and government 
policies and assess the effectiveness 
of actions taken by the United States 
and other nations to prevent 
terrorism. 
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6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a 
Construct a claim to describe how 
media and technology has impacted 
civic participation and deliberation. 
 
6.1.12.GeoHE16.a 
Explain why natural resources (i.e., 
fossil fuels, food, and water) 
continue to be a source of conflict 
and analyze how the United States 
and other nations have addressed 
issues concerning the distribution 
and sustainability of natural 
resources and climate change. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.a 
Assess from various perspectives the 
effectiveness with which the United 
States government addresses 
economic issues that affect 
individuals, business, and/or other 
countries. 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b 
Determine past and present factors 
that led to the widening of the gap 
between the rich and poor, and 
evaluate how this has affected 
individuals and society. 
 

 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented. 
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